Know Your Enemy

I John 4:4-6
Introduction:

In his first epistle, John often uses three plural, personal pronouns to refer to three different groups. 

First person - - - We/us………….. the apostles

Second person - You……………. the readers

Third person - - They/them ……...the antichrists

2:19-20  ﻿  ﻿﻿“They went out from us…
2:20 -     “You have an anointing ﻿﻿from the Holy One, and ﻿﻿you ﻿﻿know all things”.
3:13-14﻿﻿ - “Do not marvel, my brethren, if ﻿﻿the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”.
In this passage, 4:4-6, each verse begins with one of those pronouns. Therefore John is going to spend some time explaining these three groups.
He begins with the “you”, Plural
The Classification of the Parties
I.   “You all” - Ὑμεῖς - the readers – “little children”
A. You are of God. 
We looked at “of God” or “of truth” before in: 
3:8, 10b, 19 and found that to be of God or the truth means to be serving or manifesting God or the truth. 
So, the readers are manifesting and serving God.
B. You have overcome “them”.
Who is “them”? The antichrists/ false prophets.
He told them the same thing in 2:14
“I have written to you, young men, and you have overcome the wicked one”.
C. You didn’t Do It in your Own Power
Because the One in you – The Holy Spirit is greater than the one in the world – The Devil.
II. “They” - αὐτοὶ - “False Prophets/Antichrists”
A. They are of the World where Satan is in charge.
1. Satan and the world.

a. Satan’s authority over the world.

Prince of the power of the air – Eph. 2:2
Prince of this world – John 12:31
God of this age – II Corinthians 4:4

b. Satan’s aim in the world.

To build a system that is independent of God and leaves God out.

2. God and the world

a. Planned Termination

Nebuchadnezzar’s image - God’s kingdom will replace 

b. Permissive Toleration

God permits the rebellion

God’s long-suffering will bring many to the truth (Romans 2:4).
3. The Christian and the world

a. Situated in it
Use it but don’t abuse it

Enjoy it but do not love it

b. Separation from it

Keep yourself unspotted from it (James 1:27)
Peter uses the same word for Jesus (I Peter 1:19)
So, be Christ-like!
c. Sufficient for it

Greater is He that is in you…

B. To be of the world is to be serving or manifesting the devil. 

Believers can do this!

Remember Peter? Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan” 
Peter, a believer, was unwittingly serving Satan.

Their origin is the world system.
C. Speak out of the world

They speak the language of the world.

They speak what the world wants to hear.

They tailor the message to the world

D. The World Listens To Them
III. “We” - ἡμεῖς – “the Apostles” - as opposed to the false prophets.
A. We are of God 

B. The “Of God” people listen to us.

C. The “not of God” people do not listen
Clarification of the Spirits
By this we know: “By this” refers backward.
The “we” is still a reference to the Apostles.

If he had meant the readers, we would expect to see “you” as the pronoun.

I. The spirit of truth

A.  If they submit to the apostolic doctrine, they are of God.

B.  If they submit to the authority of the apostles, they are of God
II. The spirit of error – the opposite of the above.
A. They do not submit to the apostle’s doctrine.

B. They do not submit to the authority of the apostles.

Conclusion:

